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in the ascendant in the royal council. Notwith-
standing government influence many Protestants
had been elected and were allowed to take their
seats ; a larger number of members belonged to the
moderate party ; and as yet all who were not fanati-
cally orthodox were disposed to sympathise with
the Huguenots, who so far had suffered without
attempting to retaliate on their enemies.

The proceedings of the States-General of 1561
would, had we space, be deserving of our most care-
ful attention, because they show that there was at
that time in France a large party in favour of a
policy of religious, constitutional and administrative
reform, which could it have been adopted might
have changed the whole future of the country and
have saved it from many years, perhaps from centuries,
of war, suffering, despotism and revolution : because
then for the first time we find the great principle of
toleration authoritatively laid down. " It is unrea-
sonable to compel men to do what in their hearts
they consider wrong. ... for whatever we do
against our conscience is sin.*'

The Estates would have sold the property of the
Church for the benefit of the King and nation, re-
formed Religion in accordance with the word of God.
as interpreted by a national council in which both
the clergy and representative laymen should have
sat, limited the royal prerogative by periodical meet-
ings of the representatives of the nation, diminished
the privileges of the nobles, and substituted an elec-
tive magistracy for one which, owing to the sale of
offices, was rapidly becoming hereditary.